Myanmar, also known as Burma, has been plagued by ethnic confl ict and civil war for decades since its independence in 1948. Applying historical method, this study examines the rela onship between the issue of secularism and ethnic confl ict in the country by focusing on the rise of religious na onalisms. This study fi nds that the rise of Buddhist na onalism among Burmese majority, as well y fi f g j y , as the rise of Chris an na onalism among minority ethnics-have challenged peaceful coexistence and vision of a secular state as aspirated by Burmese founding fathers. This study argues that this and vision of a secular state as aspirated by Burmese founding fathers. This study argues that this m was the root cause of ethnic confl ict that has raged the
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Introduc on Introduc on
Since 2011 Myanmar has seen Since 2011 Myanmar has seen a democratic transition from an a democratic transition from an a democratic transition from an authoritarian rule with the restora on of a authoritarian rule with the restora on of a quasi-civilian government led by President quasi civilian government led by President Thein Sein. However, ethnic conflict s ll Thein Sein. However, ethnic confl ict s ll continues and religious discrimination continues and religious discrimination remains prevalent across the country. The remains prevalent across the country. The peace process, popularly known as '21th peace process, popularly known as 21th
Century Panglong Conference, ' which was Century Panglong Conference, which was ini ated in 2011, has also come to a halt ini ated in 2011, has also come to a halt on account of the non-secession issue and on account of the non secession issue and the reloca on of ethnic armed groups in the conflict zone the confl ict zone. the conflict zone Re ce nt s t u d i e s o n Mya n m a r (Anderson, 2014; Biver, 2014; Walton & Heyward, 2014; Schissler et al., 2015 to name a few) focus on analyzing the problem based on the recent confl ict and only cursorily question the root cause of such conflict. Furthermore, popular perception towards ethnic conflict resolution is dominated by the notion of democratization and federalism ( Sakhong, 2014; Dapice & Vallely, 2013; Sen, 2002; Yawnghwe, 2002) . As an insider researcher, the author strongly believes that religious ma ers are the prime key factor sparking ethnic confl ict in Myanmar around the 1950s and 1960s and argues that ethnic confl ict in Myanmar should be studied within the framework of secularism.
The author would also like to shed light on the importance of secularism in state-building in a multi-cultural, (Smith, 1965, p. 230 ).
However, he did not defi ne secularism nor did he look into how secular the country was. Mynt-U, 2001; Smith, 1965) . This is to be noted for students of poli cs in 
Challenges of Secularism in Myanmar
The previous section argued that secularism was one of the most important principles for the forma on which literally means Dark-land. Not only that, CCOC also created the idea of the 'God-given land' . They have a deep sense that their land is given by God for them and as the chosen people they have to protect their land as a God-given task.
T h e p ro b l e m w i t h C h r i s t i a n nationalism in Myanmar is that it is exclusive and reac onist. (Smith, 1965, pp. 244-5 (Sen, 2002; Silverstein, 2002) . The problem is that these scholars stress on only federalism and pays li le a en on to the issue of secularism, (mention why secularism must not be neglected). For instance, Sen (2002) (Sakhong, 2005; Silverstein, 2002; Yawnghwe, 2002) . However, a closer look at the history of ethnic confl ict in Myanmar revealed a diff erent story.
There was no recorded serious dispute regarding the issue of federalism during the fi rst years of Independence. More serious disputes were concentrated over religious issues such as religious teachings in government schools and universi es (Smith, 1965; Crouch, 2015) .
The open outburst of ethnic tensions occurred by the end of 1950s and escalated to its peak in 1960 when U Nu's government formed an advisory commission to advise on how to proceed to make Buddhism a religion of the Union (Smith, 1965 
